
HPYC Cruise to Brightlingsea – 7/8 May 2016 

 

22 boats and 51 members (including the Commodore, Vice Commodore and two Rear 

Commodores) and guests all had a fantastic time on the Brightlingsea cruise last weekend.  

Even the weather was exactly as ordered with us all enjoying 25C+ sunshine, gentle winds 

and, for those returning on Sunday, a lovely sail back. 

A lunchtime High Tide at Brightlingsea saw most of the fleet leaving SYH on Saturday at 

around 0730/0800, a few earlier and one or two later, including the Commodore in his 

motor boat.  With little wind to start with it was a gentle motor down the Wallet (with 

everyone fending off an invasion by millions of flies!) but once we turned at Colne Bar the 

breeze picked up giving us a nice sail at the end of the trip.  On arrival the HMs at 

Brightlingsea were brilliant at getting us all rafted up onto one pontoon.  After a few 

celebratory drinks and some relaxing in the sun it was soon time to go ashore for the drinks 

reception on the Hard by CYC (there too many of us to hold it on the pontoon).  This was 

followed by an excellent dinner at CYC where we were warmly welcomed by their President. 

We had been prewarned by Brightlingsea that on Sunday, starting at midday, there was 

going to be the town’s “Annual Blessing of the Waters” event.  This wonderful event was 

attended by Dignitaries of the Cinque Ports and civic officials in their regalia who, after 

attending a brief religious service on board ship at the Hard, then took to the water and lead 

a Smack Flotilla out to West Ness for reclaiming the water for the people of Brightlingsea.  

This was a perfect excuse for a good number of the HPYC fleet, who had a grandstand view 

of the event, to raise every flag they had!   

On Sunday all bar three of the boats returned to SYH with the afternoon tide and by all 

accounts, had a fantastic sail back.  The three remaining boats, including ourselves, stayed 

behind and spent another lovely 24 hours at Brightlingsea with continued great weather.  

Our sail back was also very good and we just manage to empty the boats before we had the 

first rain for quite a few days. 

All in all a fantastic HPYC weekend! 

David and Gill Hervey-Murray 

Leading Wind 

 

Below are some of the pictures that were taken.   There are more on the HPYC website. 



 

All the crews at the Drinks reception which was held on the Hard at Brightlingsea.   

 

The temporary flagpole in readiness for the drinks reception ashore. 



 

The President of CYC and our Commodore at CYC where we had dinner 

 

Some of the HPYC boats dressed overall for Brightlingsea’s annual “Blessing of the Water” 

event. 


